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What is informed consent?

A formal agreement that a patient signs to 

give permission for an invasive procedure 

after being informed of the risk, benefits, and 

alternatives by the provider

What are important elements of informed 

consent?

• Name of the procedure

• Provider explains potential risks and 

benefits of the procedure, potential 

problems during recuperation or other 

complications, as well as alternative forms 

of treatment

• Date and time 

• Signature of the healthcare provider 

performing the procedure

• Signature of patient or guardian 

• Document preferred language, interpreter, 

and Interpreter ID information if used 

When should informed consent be 

obtained? 

Prior to any invasive procedure

Paper consent should be scanned into the 

medical record. For areas that are utilizing 

e-consent, providers should follow the 

APeX workflow on procedure e-consents 

Who is responsible for documenting the 

informed consent discussion?

The provider is responsible for documenting 

the informed consent discussion and the risks, 

benefits, and alternatives for the procedure

*If the patient is non-English speaking who states that their preferred 

language is not English or is speech or hearing impaired, an in-

person, video, or telephone interpreter must be provided to ensure 

understating of the consent process. Documentation on the consent 

should reflect the use of an interpreter. 


